e sit around all winter

with the walls closing

in on us hoping for a
sunny day or wemperatures we can
handle so we can grab the detecior
and get out there after il. We think
about it, dream about it, and the
minute it happens we are gone,

As | celebrate my 33rd year at-
tached to the end of a detecior 1
wonderifevery TH'eris as addicted
as Lam, and if so, why are we so hung
up on this hobby? What is it aboul
detecting that afflicts us with a roar-
ing case of cabin fever? Whar de-
mon possesses us and drives us out
to hunt for hours on end every time
the weather permits? It's almost as
bad as being hooked on drugs and
winter is the withdrawal period we
have o suffer through, agonizing
and waiting for that first spring fix to
breathe new life into our bodies. For
some it’s worse than for others, Al-
though Lhaven't succumbed to il yel
I'know people who will detect in the
snow and bitier cold. But then [ have
a neighbor who washes his car and
mows his yard in the pouring down
rain, What can I say?

In this article 1 will attempt 10
depict why I think people are driven
by and addicted 1o this hobby, some
1O exiremes.

EXERCISE — This of course is
anobvious escape, benefits us greatly
and provides exercise that we
wouldn’t otherwise obtain. 1 would
rather lake a beating than to exer-
cise, pedal an exercise bicycle, walk
a boring treadmill, lifi weights —
but | think nothing of grabbing my
detector and going out to a hunt site
and walk for miles over hill and dule
doing a 100 squats and knee bends,
I know people with heart problems
or other ailments who were told by
their doctors 1o walk every day and
they took up detecting 1o accom-
plish this and stave off the terminal
boredom of plain walking. Aside
from becoming addicted to the hobby
they are for the most part extremely
healthy individuals. Kay Modgling,
one of the most successlul
detectorists ever went this route and
turned her detecting exercise into a
fortune, Age seems to be no barrier
as long as you can bend a little, have

WHY DO WE
TREASURE HUNT?

a modicumn of dexterity and are mo-
bile. Many disabled people have en-
tered our hobby and modified equip-
ment to fit their particular need so
they can do their thing.

RELAXATION —Thereis noth-
ing more relaxing than 1o grab your
detector and get away from it all by
driving to a peaceful spot, getting
out in the sun and fresh airto be alone
and shed the stresses of the day, bury
yourself in the hobby and leave all
else behind. If you are family ori-
ented this is a great way to spend
quality time with them. If you are so
inclined you can drag all your cur-
twin climbers with you and tum them
loose in a park playground while you
have u leisurely hunt,

GREED — We don't like to ad-
mit it but this little bugger is present
inallof us to some extent and finding
lost money and jewelry satiates that
little bugger's appetite. The bigger
the lind the bigger the smile on our
face, the greater the satisfaction and
the fatter our little bugger. We fairly
beam, knowing we are equipped to
do this.

PATIENCE and PERSEVER-
ANCE — This hobby breeds these
two attributes, for without either we
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would all be out bowling or some-
thing. Detecting requires mounds of
patience and perseverance, walking
around forever waiting for that good
signal that may be long in coming,
digging up that penny you hoped
was aquarter. digging up that pulliab
that should have been a diamond
ring. Reading your ID meter with joy
only to find out it lied o you. We
naturally learn not w expect instant
and constant rewards for our effors
or to hind that “big one™ every time
— and this trait trickles over into all
other aspects of our lives and makes
us a better person,

FERSISTENCE — Show me a
successful TH er and I'll show you
the epitome of persistence. This trail
Is a prerequisite 10 detecting and
without it you might as well hang it
up. We know every hunt is not going
to result in a pouchful of goodies,
and if we have a bad day we know the
nextis going to be much bener, The
oudds are generally in our favor <o we
are not easily discouraged and wey
know if we keep plugging along
something is going to popup, If [ get
into an area where coins are scarce as
hen's teeth, I'll hunt till | find some-
thing rather than admit defeat. 1 can't







